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1. Introduction 

This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) sets out the consultation and 
engagement that Belltown Power has undertaken, on behalf of Hob Lane Solar Farm Ltd, 
with local residents and other stakeholders on plans for a 30MWac solar farm on land 
north and south of Rake Lane, Dunham-on-the-Hill. This document demonstrates how 
Belltown Power has met and exceeded pre-application consultation guidance contained 
in the National Planning Policy Framework and Cheshire West and Chester Council 
(CWCC) SCI. 
 
This SCI gives an overview of all consultation activity undertaken prior to the submission 
of the planning application alongside outlining how the plans have responded to feedback 
from the local community and other stakeholders. 
 
Belltown Power is committed to ongoing engagement throughout the planning process 
and ensured that the community was made aware of the proposals and had multiple 
avenues to find out more and share their feedback. Belltown Power will continue to 
engage throughout the determination process and beyond. 
 
This report has been prepared on behalf of Belltown Power by Meeting Place, a specialist 
in stakeholder engagement in relation to planning and development issues. 
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2. Consultation requirements 

Sustainability and community involvement is central to CWCC’s planning process. 
Community involvement is at the forefront of national planning policy and is noted in the 
revised version of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, December 2024). 
 
The revised NPPF highlights that early engagement has “significant potential to improve 
the efficiency and effectiveness of the planning application system for all parties”. It also 
indicates that good quality pre-application discussion “enables better coordination 
between public and private resources and improved outcomes for the community”. 
 
CWCC’s Statement of Community Involvement (2022) outlines the council’s expectations 
on how the local community should be involved during the pre-application process. It 
encourages developers “to carry out independent public consultations prior to the 
submission of schemes, providing the community with an early opportunity to become 
involved in proposals for their area. This could take the form of public exhibitions, 
meetings workshops or media coverage etc. Results from any public consultation exercise 
undertaken by the applicant should form part of the application.” 
 
The SCI emphasises the council’s desire to see all sections of the community shape new 
development proposals within the area and indicates that effective pre-application 
engagement and consultation is central to achieving this. 

2.1 Our response to the consultation requirements 

Belltown Power is seeking to create a 30MWac solar farm on land to the northwest of 
Dunham-on-the-Hill in a way that respects the area’s character and supports its goals in 
achieving net zero carbon emissions. Belltown Power recognises the importance of 
involving the community and a wide range of other stakeholders and so has provided 
multiple avenues for engagement. 

In response to national and local guidance as well as Belltown Power’s desire to design the 
right plans for the area, activities have included: 

• Meetings and ongoing engagement with political and community representatives. 
• Opportunities for near neighbours to meet with the team individually. 
• Community letter with an enclosed feedback form sent to local addresses. 
• Dedicated website with an online version of the feedback form. 
• Engagement with the local media. 
• Community webinar. 
• Dedicated email address, freephone telephone number and freepost address. 
 
These elements and the feedback received are detailed in the following sections. 
 
  

https://cheshirewestandchester.objective.co.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/sci/sci_2022?pointId=6032888
https://cheshirewestandchester.objective.co.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/sci/sci_2022?pointId=6032888
https://cheshirewestandchester.objective.co.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/sci/sci_2022?pointId=6032888
https://cheshirewestandchester.objective.co.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/sci/sci_2022?pointId=6032888
https://cheshirewestandchester.objective.co.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/sci/sci_2022?pointId=6032888
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3. What is proposed?  

3.1 About Belltown Power 

Belltown Power is an established UK based clean energy company at the leading edge of 
renewables project development in the UK. Founded in 2013 by a team of highly 
experienced renewable energy professionals, Belltown Power has successfully delivered 
over 20 projects totalling over 200 MW of wind, solar and hydropower capacity across the 
UK. 

3.2 Site location  

This site, situated to the northwest of Dunham-on-the-Hill, has been thoughtfully chosen 
to generate clean, renewable energy while enhancing biodiversity, ecology and supporting 
the local community. The land is classified as predominantly Grade 3b agricultural land, 
which is not considered best and most versatile (BMV). The proposal is for a temporary 
solar farm, expected to operate for 40 years before being fully decommissioned.  
 

 

3.3 Proposals  

Belltown Power is bringing forward an application for a 30MWac solar farm on land to the 
northwest of Dunham-on-the-Hill alongside associated infrastructure and biodiversity and 
ecology measures. The proposed 30MWac solar farm would be able to generate enough 
green energy to meet the annual energy needs of approximately 13,000 homes, across 40 
years before being fully decommissioned. During this time, the land would maintain its 
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greenfield classification and at the end of its lifespan, all infrastructure would be removed 
and the site can be restored to its original use. 

Key features of the site include: 
• 30 MWac solar farm, able to generate enough green energy to meet the annual energy 

needs of approximately 13,000 homes. The site extent covers 200 acres, of which 120 
acres would be used for panels with the rest used by existing hedgerows and ponds and 
proposed biodiversity enhancements. 

• The ability for continued agricultural use, such as sheep grazing, once the site is 
operational. 

• Ecological benefits including enhanced hedgerows, new wildflower meadows and active 
grassland management. 

• A biodiversity net gain well over the national requirement of 10%. 
• Outdoor classroom with picnic areas for local schools to use and enjoy on educational 

site visits. 
• Genuine benefits for local residents including a community benefit and education fund 

of £600,000 over the project’s lifetime. 
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4. Engagement 

This section details Belltown Power’s extensive programme of engagement with the local 
community and key stakeholders. 

4.1 Stakeholder meetings  

Early meetings were sought with political stakeholders to provide an overview on plans 
and understand their initial feedback. The following were contacted: 
• Councillor Louise Gittins – Leader of Cheshire West and Chester Council 
• Councillor Karen Shore – Deputy Leader of Cheshire West and Chester Council 
• Councillor Margaret Parker – Gowy Rural ward member 
• Councillor Graham Heatley – Gowy Rural ward member 
•  Councillor Hugo Deynem – Sandstone ward member 
• Dunham-on-the-Hill Parish Council 
• Thornton Le Moors Parish Council 
• Elton Parish Council 
 
Meetings were successfully organised with: 
• Councillor Louise Gittins’ representatives (Will Pearson and Tamara Hunt) – 17 March 

2025 
• Dunham-on-the-Hill and Hapsford Parish Council – 1 April 2025 

4.2 Near neighbour meetings  

In recognition of potential individual concerns, the five closest neighbouring addresses to 
the site were invited to meet with the team one-on-one. A copy of the letter sent to these 
households can be found at Appendix 1. 
 
At this time, no households have requested a meeting, but Belltown Power remains open 
to scheduling any future meetings with nearby neighbours if desired. 

4.3 Community letter  

A community letter was posted via Royal Mail to 292 addresses in a 1.25km radius of the 
site (pictured below) on 7 March 2025. The letter provided information on the proposed 
solar farm location, what the plans are and how much energy they would create. 
Feedback was encouraged through an enclosed feedback form easily returnable by a 
freepost envelope provided. 
 
The letter also invited people to the community webinar and promoted the dedicated 
project website. Freephone, email and freepost details were included for people to 
contact the team.  
 
A copy of the letter and feedback form is available at Appendix 2. 
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Community letter distribution area to 292 addresses surrounding the site 

4.4 Project website  

A dedicated project website, www.hoblanesolarfarm.com, was launched to act as an 
online hub of information on what is proposed and to provide channels for feedback. As of 
30th March 2025, 37 people have visited the website and four people completed feedback 
forms online.  
  
The website was launched to coincide with distribution of the community letter and press 
release. It includes information on Belltown Power, the site location and details on the 
project including how much energy the site would produce. A virtual public exhibition, 
including banners with details about the proposed site and visualisations from key 
viewpoints, is also available. A timeline for the proposed planning application is also 
included.  
 
The website also invited people to, and included a link to register for, the community 
webinar. At the point of Planning submission, freephone, email and freepost details 
remain available for people to contact the team.  
 
The website is designed to be easy to navigate and engaging and an online version of the 
feedback form enclosed with the community letter is also available on the website.  
 
Images of the website can be found at Appendix 3. 
 

https://www.hoblanesolarfarm.com/
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4.5 Local media  

The local media was contacted to raise awareness of the proposals and the consultation. 
A media release was issued to four local outlets – Capital North West and North Wales, 
Chester Standard, Cheshire Live and Chester’s Dee Radio – coverage was subsequently 
secured in the Chester Standard and Chester Dee’s Radio.  
 
The press release issued to local media is available at Appendix 4 and coverage received 
at Appendix 5. 

4.6 Virtual briefing 

A virtual briefing was held at 6pm on 24 March via Zoom. There were 11 attendees in total 
who asked around 40 questions to the team. Belltown Power is grateful to those that 
joined and hope they found the event insightful. 
 
The webinar was advertised in the community letters sent out, on the website and in the 
press release that was featured in two news outlets. 

4.7 Contact details  

Ensuring people were able to get in touch with the team to ask any questions and make 
any comments was vital throughout the consultation period. All the consultation materials 
included the dedicated project contact details in the form of a freephone telephone 
number, email address and freepost mailing address. This helped to ensure that all 
residents, regardless of their access to digital technology, were able to correspond directly 
with a member of the project team. 

The number, 0800 148 8911, and email address, hoblane@belltownpower.com, were staffed 
between 9am and 5:30pm from Monday to Friday. Both were answered and managed by 
a member of the Meeting Place team. The freepost mailing address was also managed by 
Meeting Place. 
  

mailto:hoblane@belltownpower.com
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5. Feedback  

This section summarises the feedback received through the paper based and online 
feedback form, webinar, email and freephone line. As expected, the feedback was 
minimal given the rural nature of the site. 

5.1 Feedback summary  

In total, eight people provided feedback via the online or paper-based feedback form. 
Four feedback forms were submitted online, and four were hard-copy forms received via 
freepost or email. 
 
A number of themes were raised by respondents including the need for renewable energy 
and the visual impact the plans may have. 
 
The following section provides a summary of the responses received with accompanying 
data visualisations. Verbatim responses to free text questions are provided in full at 
Appendix 6. 

5.2 Feedback form  

Q1. What is your relationship to the site?  
 
All of the respondents indicated that they live close to the site, one respondent 
additionally added that they also visit the area. 
 
Q2. Our plans include a range of enhancements and new facilities. Which of these do 
you feel would benefit the local community?  
 
Three options were provided for this question, with respondents able to select as many 
answers as they felt were applicable. There was support for all options, though “funding 
towards sustainable local initiatives” was the most popular response, with seven selections. 
This was followed by “biodiversity enhancements” (five selections) and lastly “outdoor 
classroom” (two selections).  
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Q3. As part of the proposals, the majority of the site will be able to be retained for 
agricultural use during the solar farm’s lifetime. How important is this to you 
personally? 
 
Respondents to the survey indicated that the proposals retaining the site’s agricultural use 
during the solar farm’s lifetime was of high importance to them. The question was 
answered by everyone who submitted a feedback form and all selections indicated it was 
very or somewhat important. 
 

 
 
Q4. How important are the following aspects of the proposals to you?  
 
We asked respondents to rank aspects of the proposals from the most to least important. 
‘Continuing agricultural use’ was ranked the most important with ‘improving biodiversity’ 
ranked the least. Below is the average score of the rankings from highest to lowest: 
• Continuing agricultural use – 4.5 
• Creating new habitats for wildlife, including wildflower meadows – 4 
• Planting around the site boundary – 3.75 
• Delivering clean renewable energy – 3.63 
• Improving biodiversity – 3.5  
  
Q5. The plans include a community benefit fund that can help to support local 
initiatives. Which of the following do you think would be most beneficial to the 
community? 
 
Of the available options, respondents indicated that ‘environmental initiatives (such as 
tree planting and wildlife conservation)’ would be the most beneficial to the community 
with five responses, whilst ‘community projects (including community centres and 
sports clubs)’ and ‘renewable energy generation (facilities like solar panels and EV 
charging for community buildings)’ were voted the least beneficial with two responses 
each. 
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Very important

Somewhat important

Not very important
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Q6. Following on from the previous question, are there any particular initiatives or 
groups that you feel would benefit from funding? 
 
The full extent of the answers to this question can be found in Appendix 6. A few key 
themes were raised in response to this question, such as support for funding for local 
schools and the village hall. 
 
Q7. Thinking about our plans for Hob Lane Solar Farm, how do you feel about them at 
this stage? 
 

 
 
Q8. If you are comfortable sharing, what are the reasons for your answer to the 
previous question about how you feel about the plans? 
 
Some comments emphasised the desire for more time to review the proposal and involve 
local residents, indicating a need for further consultation and understanding before any 
decision is made. There was consistent concern about the visual appearance of the 
proposed solar farm, with people expressing worry that it will look unattractive or disrupt 
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the natural landscape. The access routes (e.g. Hob Lane), were raised, with some 
questioning the practicality and safety of using certain roads for construction traffic. 
Some respondents expressed distrust toward promises of future decommissioning, with 
some people fearing that the company will not fulfil their commitments and that the land 
will eventually be left in a degraded state. 
 
However, despite concerns, there are some positive comments about renewable energy 
and its importance both locally and nationally, suggesting that while there are 
reservations about this particular project, there is still general support for clean energy 
initiatives. 
 
All responses received can be found in Appendix 6. 
 
Q9. And finally, what could we change to make you more supportive? 
 
Three responses were recorded for this question with the full responses available at 
Appendix 6. 
 
To understand the inclusivity of our engagement, we’re asking some optional 
demographic questions. 
 
Q1. What is your age. 
 

 
 
Q2. What is your gender? 
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Q3. How would you describe your ethnic background? 
 

 

5.3 Other feedback  

All comments received via the project email address and freephone telephone number 
were responded to by Meeting Place. The correspondence was mostly questions regarding 
the proposals such as the site location and registrations of interest from possible suppliers.  
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6. Response to key issues  

All feedback has been reviewed by the team and responded to below.  

 

Key theme Belltown Power’s response 
 
Support for the 
proposals 

 
Belltown Power is incredibly grateful for the support which 
has been shown by local residents for the proposals. 37.5% 
of feedback form respondents stated they supported plans 
for Hob Lane solar farm, with only 25% people stating they 
do not support.  
 

  
Visual impact 

 
Some responses stated that visual impact was a concern.  
 
As part of the proposals, the existing hedgerows will be 
retained, enhanced and strengthened where possible, 
providing valuable habitats and natural screening. Belltown 
Power will also be planting wildflower meadows to increase 
biodiversity that will complement the natural countryside 
location. 
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7. Conclusion  

Belltown Power is grateful for those who engaged with the consultation and provided 
their important feedback. Engagement is a cornerstone of Belltown Power’s approach to 
any project and Belltown Power is pleased that local residents engaged with the process, 
whether that be through the website, post or over the phone. 
 
The feedback received has been carefully considered by Belltown Power and the wider 
project team and appropriate attention has been given to these concerns.  
 
Belltown Power remains committed to engaging with local stakeholders and elected 
representatives throughout the development process. 
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8. Appendices 

Appendix 1 – Near neighbour letter 
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Appendix 2 – Community letter and feedback 
form 
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Appendix 3 – Project website  
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On the project website users could also explore a virtual exhibition, images of the 
banners used on that page are below. 
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Appendix 4 – Press release 
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Appendix 5 – Media coverage 

Chester Standard 
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Chester’s Dee Radio 
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Appendix 6 – Verbatim feedback responses 

Q7. Following on from the previous question, are there any particular initiatives or 
groups that you feel would benefit from funding? 

• The Parish of Dunham on the Hill, community projects, Village Hall and creating more 
green spaces. 

• Schools 
• Horn's Mill Pre-School; an independent charity and the only independent pre/school/ 

nursery in the area. 
• Local funding is just a spin doctor way of trying to appease local residents.. its largely 

of non affect.. 

Q8. If you are comfortable sharing, what are the reasons for your answer to the 
previous question about how you feel about the plans? 

• We need more time to consider the proposals, especially our residents. We would ask 
that another month at least is given to the proposal and if needs be a residents 
meeting. 

• It will look an absolute mess 
• We have to do something and I'd prefer a farm to a turbine. We have to do what we 

can to continue educating children about the devastating effects of climate change.  A 
farm would seem to give us the 'best of both worlds' - clean energy and nature's gifts. 

• Please confirm plans for access during the construction phase. This doesn't border on to 
Hob Lane so why is it called Hob Lane solar farm. Hob Lane is NOT SUITABLE for any 
form of construction traffic. The 40 year decommissioning promise is a complete load 
of rubbish. The company will be long since bankrupt and struck off by that point and 
decommissioning will be completely unenforceable, leaving a field full of rusting metal.. 
no biodiversity or agriculture possible. Leave it a green field and forget the useless form 
of renewable energy in the countryside. Put your panels on every industrial building in 
the country.  

• Renewable energy is very important both locally and nationally 
• The actual panels look unsightly - based on the ones I have seen at other sites e.g. 

Deeside Industrial estate 

Q9. And finally, what could we change to make you more supportive? 

• Talk to the Parish Council and the residents, not everyone has access to a computer. 
• Don’t do it (scrap the plans) 
• Lobby government to make industrial solar installations tax efficient.. NOT in the 

countryside, ruining views and the future of agriculture in this country. 
 


